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Defendant-Appellant John Davis, Executive Director of the Mississippi De-

partment of Human Resources, respectfully moves for a stay of the preliminary in-

junction entered against House Bill 1523, also known as the “Protecting Freedom 

of Conscience from Government Discrimination Act.” Mr. Davis also requests ex-

pedited consideration of this appeal. For the reasons stated in Governor Bryant’s 

motion of July 11, 2016, filed in Barber, et al. v. Bryant, No. 16-60477, which we in-

corporate by reference, this Court should stay the preliminary injunction pending 

appeal, consolidate this appeal with Barber, et al. v. Bryant, No. 16-60477, and grant 

expedited consideration to the consolidated appeals. 

Conclusion 

The motion for stay pending appeal and the motion for expedited consideration 

should be granted. The Court should consolidate this appeal with Barber, et al. v. 

Bryant, No. 16-60477. 

 Respectfully submitted. 
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Certificate of Electronic Compliance 

Counsel also certifies that on July 13, 2016, this brief was transmitted to Mr. 
Lyle W. Cayce, Clerk of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, 
via the court’s CM/ECF document filing system, https://ecf.ca5.uscourts.gov/. 

Counsel further certifies that: (1) required privacy redactions have been made, 
5th Cir. R. 25.2.13; (2) the electronic submission is an exact copy of the paper doc-
ument, 5th Cir. R. 25.2.1; and (3) the document has been scanned with the most re-
cent version of Symantec Endpoint Protection and is free of viruses. 
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Certificate of Conference 

On July 11, 2016, counsel for the plaintiffs indicated by way of e-mail that they 
oppose this motion and intend to file a response. 
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